The Mid-South Baptist Association

And

A Great Commission Resurgence

I reached a “minor milestone” a couple of weeks ago when I had the privilege of joining 11,069 other Southern Baptists in Orlando, Florida for the annual meeting of the Southern Baptist Convention. It was my 25th consecutive SBC meeting. I am glad to be Southern Baptist, thankful that our association encourages my convention participation, honored to serve as a messenger from my church, and grateful for the 25 opportunities I have had to participate in the life of the Convention. Twenty-four of those years were marked by many dramatic and defining moments for Southern Baptists and will be easily remembered at the mention of phrases like “The Conservative Resurgence,” “The Peace Committee,” “The Covenant for a New Century,” and “Baptist Faith and Message 2000.” The actions of this year’s SBC meeting have the potential to be the most defining and dramatic yet. 
The focal point of the 2010 SBC Annual Meeting was debate and consideration of the much-anticipated “Great Commission Resurgence Task Force Report and Recommendations.” The Great Commission Resurgence Task Force, appointed by SBC President Johnny Hunt in June of 2009, was charged with studying and recommending how the SBC might become more effective and efficient in fulfilling our Great Commission mandate. Their year-long study, highlighted by preliminary and final reports issued in February and May of 2010, resulted in much prayer, many discussions, some differences of opinion, and seven recommendations to be considered by the Convention in our 2010 meeting. The report rightly focused upon the stunning lostness of our nation and world, the declining impact of Southern Baptists in evangelism and disciple-making, and the need for “resurgence” in our commitment to fulfill the Great Commission of our Lord. The “bottom line” of the report is a call to pray for and engage in revival and renewal, to “put first things (The Great Commission) first,” and to allocate more Southern Baptist resources (time, energy, and money) to preaching the gospel and making disciples in the unreached and under-served areas of our nation and world.
After 1 ½ -hours of debate, and one significant amendment, the messengers to the Southern Baptist Convention Annual Meeting approved the seven recommendations of the GCR Task Force by a 3-to-1 margin. As a result of that action, Southern Baptists have:

· Adopted a new mission statement for the Southern Baptist Convention which reads, “As a convention of churches, our missional vision is to present the Gospel of Jesus Christ to every person in the world and to make disciples of all the nations.”
· Adopted core values that affirm our desire for Christ-likeness; our dependence upon the truth of God’s Word; our determination to be unified; our intention to love and respect one another through trusting relationships; our commitment to future generations; our belief in the authority and primacy of the local church; and, our focus upon the Kingdom of Christ and the glory of God;
· Affirmed the Cooperative Program as the primary method of funding global mission efforts, but requested adoption of a new term (Great Commission Giving) to describe, affirm, and celebrate the generous designated gifts of Southern Baptists to strategic missions causes; 
· Requested revision of the ministry assignment of the North American Mission Board to reflect the priority to plant churches in North America, reach our cities and underserved regions and people groups, and clarify NAMB’s role to lead and accomplish efforts to reach North America with the Gospel;
· Requested revision of the ministry assignment of the International Mission Board that would remove any geographical limitation on its mission to reach unreached and underserved people groups wherever they are found;
· Requested that the Executive Committee work with state convention leadership to develop a comprehensive program of Cooperative Program promotion and stewardship education; and,
· Requested the Executive Committee recommend an SBC Cooperative Program Allocation Budget that will increase the percentage allocated to the International Mission Board to 51 percent by decreasing the Executive Committee’s percentage of the SBC Allocation Budget by 1 percent.

In addition to the approved recommendations, the report of the Great Commission Resurgence Task Force issued specific challenges to individual Southern Baptists, local churches, local associations, state conventions, and SBC entities. The report affirms the autonomy of Southern Baptist believers at every level, concedes that a Task Force cannot direct the actions of Southern Baptist churches and organizations, yet urges all Southern Baptists to consider and respond to the challenges that will lead us to be more focused on accomplishment of the Great Commission. The recommendations and challenges are significant and their prayerful and careful implementation will have significant impact and serious implications for the operation, priorities, and budgets of Southern Baptist organizations, including local associations.
No one has asked…and it might not be necessary to tell…but I want you to know that I cast my vote in favor of the Great Commission Resurgence recommendations. It is my conviction, regardless of the implications, that this moment represents an opportunity to build upon, broaden and deepen the Southern Baptist Convention’s historic loyalty to the Great Commission. It is an opportunity to examine and prioritize our loyalties and commitments for the sake of the fulfillment of the Great Commission. We are a large, complex, diverse, and struggling denomination for which change and adjustment is difficult. I am praying that response to and implementation of the recommendations and challenges will provide our beloved denomination a challenging and stretching discovery process that prepares us for more effective and higher-impact ministry going forward. It is my conviction that this is a significant moment in which we can be strengthened as we examine what we have been committed and loyal to and what we must be committed and loyal to for the sake of the gospel and for the sake of the nations. It is a dramatic and defining moment.
I left Orlando and the SBC meeting pleased with what we had done, but pondering what the real effect and result will be. Will we respond to the challenges? Will we make the necessary sacrifices? Will we maintain a right spirit? Will God grant us Great Commission “resurgence” among Southern Baptists? Two weeks later, I am still pleased, still pondering and still convinced: (1) That I, individually, and the Southern Baptist Convention, corporately, need a renewed and intentional focus upon fulfillment of the Great Commission; (2) That the Great Commission was given to the church and its fulfillment will be accomplished by the spirit of God as He works through His church; and, (3) that Southern Baptist organizations, including our association, should position themselves to encourage and help churches as they boldly seek to take the gospel to the nations. As we follow through, we will find ourselves in the midst of additional dramatic and defining moments. 

Over the next several weeks and months, our association will be exploring just what it means to “encourage and help the churches” as they engage in accomplishment of our God-given task. MSBA Moderator John Allen is forming a representative task force that will examine our options for responding to the Convention actions and challenges, explore the variety of ways in which we might best allocate the resources of the association toward accomplishment of the Great Commission, and bring appropriate recommendations to our leadership council, Executive Board, and our member churches. In the meantime, I encourage you to visit www.pray4gcr.com and view the video and documents related to the Great Commission Resurgence. In the meantime, I encourage you to pray, with thankful hearts, for the churches in our region who are so effectively engaged in living out the Great Commission. In the meantime, I encourage all of us to search our own hearts and ask God to gently redirect us, if we need it, to His purpose for our lives and churches. May He revive us, and renew us…for His purposes and for His Glory!
