IT IS NOVEMBER AND FALL IS IN THE AIR…FINALLY! The leaves are changing colors (well, I guess they had already changed colors due to the drought); the temperatures are cooling (at least for this week); and, on Sunday, October 24 at 10:55 AM it rained for the first time since August 22 (Thank You, Lord, for the rain!) Fall is indeed in the air and with it comes a season of giving thanks and praising our God for His many blessings. The Psalmist said, “Come, let us sing for joy to the LORD; let us shout aloud to the Rock of our salvation. Let us come before him with thanksgiving and extol him with music and song. For the LORD is the great God, the great King above all gods.” (Psalm 95: 1-3, NIV) As we enter this season, I want to join the Psalmist in his song of thanksgiving. We have so much to be thankful for in the Mid-South Baptist Association!
We are Thankful for a Tremendous Annual Meeting…On October 11, 2010, more than 325 Mid-South Baptists gathered at Mid-America Baptist Theological Seminary for Engage 2010, the annual gathering of the Mid-South Baptist Association. We could not have been “hosted” any better as Dr. Michael Spradlin and the staff, faculty, and students of Mid-America “pulled out all the stops” to provide beautiful meeting facilities, a wonderful barbecue supper, and a great atmosphere for all of the activity surrounding our Mission Resource Fair, Annual Business Session, and Celebration Worship Service. Many thanks to David Oliver (Germantown Baptist Church); the Praise Team of Amy Smith, Ron Norton, and Richard Baird; Dr. Danny Singuefield (Faith Baptist Church); and, Dr. Jim Henry (First Baptist Church, Orlando, FL) for the songs, testimonies, and sermon that drew us close to the Father and challenged us to engage our neighborhoods and the nations with the Gospel. Also, special thanks goes to Rick Isbell, Sherry Hall, and Grace Atchley for their careful planning and skillful coordination of all the events of the evening. We were blessed with a tremendous gathering and I am grateful!
We are Thankful for a Gifted Leadership…At the close of our Annual Business Session, Moderator John Allen (Gracepoint) handed over the gavel to newly-elected Moderator John Enoch, Pastor of Fellowship Baptist Church in Bartlett. We are grateful to John Allen for his faithful and skillful leadership over the past year and are thankful to God for raising up a young leader like John Enoch for leadership in our Association at this time. Please pray for him! Representatives also elected Garry Burkacki (Pastor, Cherokee Baptist Church) as vice-moderator and re-elected D.C. Cobb (Faith, Bartlett) and Bud Clements (Brookside, Olive Branch) to the positions of clerk and treasurer. Our association is blessed with gifted, committed, and skilled leaders and I am grateful!

We are Thankful for New Ministry Partners…God is blessing our Association with new church partners and new church plants that broaden the influence and scope of the ministry of the churches of the Mid-South. In the past year, we have welcomed three newly-affiliated churches into the fellowship of the Mid-South Baptist Association. They are: 

· Freedom Biker Church, Southaven, MS; Pastor Leon Waddell

· New Faith Baptist Bible Church, Memphis, TN; Pastor Jerry Jenkins

· Riverwoods Church, Benton, KY; Pastor Darrin Miller

Our Association is also privileged to come alongside regional church sponsors to pray for and support the starting of new churches. God has blessed our region with five new Southern Baptist church plants within the past year. We are pleased to have the opportunity to encourage and assist these new church starts and to welcome them as new Great Commission partners in the Mid-South Baptist Association:

· Iglesia Bautista Pueblo de Dios, Memphis, TN; Sponsoring Church: Kirby Woods Baptist Church, Memphis, TN

· Faith Baptist Church, Arlington, TN; Sponsoring Church: Faith Baptist Church Bartlett 

· Riverwoods Church, Dyersburg, TN; Sponsoring Church: Riverwoods Church, Benton, KY

· The Orchard Fellowship, Collierville, TN; Sponsoring Church: Tennessee Valley Church, Paris, TN

· Bluff City Church, Memphis, TN; Sponsoring Church:  First Baptist Church, Collierville

The newly-affiliated churches and new church planting partnerships that God has given over the past year demonstrate the diversity of the Mid-South Baptist Association. I pray that God will keep us focused on the diverse work of diverse churches. I pray that He will remind us that the real work and ministry of the association is to support, encourage, and assist the church in its God-given mission. God is blessing us with new churches and new ministry partners and I am grateful.

“Come, let us sing for joy to the LORD; let us shout aloud to the Rock of our salvation. Let us come before him with thanksgiving and extol him with music and song. For the LORD is the great God, the great King above all gods.” (Psalm 95: 1-3, NIV)
